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Watershed 
Working Group 

(WWG)

August 3, 2021 

Quarterly Meeting
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The Watershed Working Group is a network of partners 

involved in watersheds planning, project implementation, 

research, and education.

Includes members from local and federal government 

agencies, NGOs, community groups, and other interested 

parties.

Typically meets quarterly to discuss issues relating to 

watersheds, in order to pool knowledge and networks 

towards better management and collaboration.

https://dcrm.gov.mp/our-programs/water-quality-and-

watershed-management/watershed-working-group/

https://dcrm.gov.mp/our-programs/water-quality-and-watershed-management/watershed-working-group/
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Meeting 
Agenda

Zak Williams (BECQ-DCRM)

• Watershed Updates

Mary Fem Urena (BECQ-DCRM)

• Better Buildings Update

Larry Maurin (BECQ-DEQ)

• Proposed Amendments to CNMI Water Quality Standards

Robbie Greene (Pacific Coastal Research & Planning)

• Updated 2020–2030 CNMI Forest Action Plan

• Updated USFS CNMI Forest Inventory & Analysis

• Updated Micronesia Challenge Terrestrial Measures

James Manglona & Pedro Tudela (DLNR-Forestry)

• Reforestation Updates

Roundtable Discussion

• Member updates, concerns, opportunities, etc.

Closing
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DOI grant has provided funding for native 
reforestation in Achugao watershed

Selected ~140 acre public land parcel on the 
western slope of Wireless Ridge.

→ Project objective is at least 6 acres planted.

Wireless Ridge Revegetation
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DOI grant has provided funding for native 
reforestation in Achugao watershed

Selected ~140 acre public land parcel on the 
western slope of Wireless Ridge.

→ Project objective is at least 6 acres planted.

Current need is to narrow the site to 6 acres, 
with consideration of Areas of Particular Concern 
(APC), historical sites, critical habitat, public use 
(e.g. grazing, hunting), etc.

Wireless Ridge Revegetation

DOI grant has provided funding for native reforestation in Achugao watershed

Selected ~140 acre public land parcel on the western slope of Wireless Ridge.

→ Project objective is at least 6 acres planted.

Project partners include:

• Forestry providing technical assistance, native plant selection and propagation. 

• MINA contracted to assist with site preparation, monitoring, tree out-planting and 
maintenance.

Wireless Ridge Revegetation
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DOI grant has provided funding for native reforestation in Achugao watershed

Selected ~140 acre public land parcel on the western slope of Wireless Ridge.

→ Project objective is at least 6 acres planted.

Project partners include:

• Forestry providing technical assistance, native plant selection and propagation. 

• MINA contracted to assist with site preparation, monitoring, tree out-planting and 
maintenance.

Wireless Ridge Revegetation

Delays in siting due to a variety of factors, but if you are from 
HPO or DFW, expect a call soon!
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Better Buildings Updates 

Planning Section

BECQ – Division of Coastal Resources 
Management

WWG – August 2021

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, OR 
NATURE BASED SOLUTIONS
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NEW INCENTIVES TO MINIMIZE 
COASTAL HAZARDS

• Implements and maintains on-site stormwater 
management practices that collect from off-site 
source and treat or contain at least an additional 10% 
of projects total stormwater runoff volume based on 
the 25-year 24-hour duration storm event

• Implements and maintains at least 30% of pervious 
surface area or green infrastructure elements

• Renewable energy source supplying 20% or more of 
a project’s electricity 

• Evaluation of current and future risks must consider 
best available science (DCRM-adopted coastal flood 
scenarios) when available

Stormwater
Management

Energy and 
Water 

Efficiency

Climate 
Adaptation 

and 
Resiliency 

CONCLUDING MESSAGE

• Incorporating Better Building practices, including GI and 
NBS, into current and future development through design 
and retrofit can prepare us for worsening climate impacts

• Identifying green infrastructure as a mitigation activity 
under the hazard mitigation plan can improve this effort

• Increasing our own agencies’ technical capacity through 
education to implement Better Buildings practices for 
sustainable development

Everyone Benefits! DCRM Planning Section: 
planning@dcrm.gov.mp
664-8300
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NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS FOR COASTAL 
HAZARDS 101 VIRTUAL WORKSHOP

Interested?

Email:
planning@dcrm.gov.mp

Call:
664-8300

28

mailto:planning@dcrm.gov.mp
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2021 Triennial Review
Proposed Amendments to 

CNMI Water Quality Standards

BECQ is required by the federal Clean Water Act to conduct a 

comprehensive review of the Water Quality Standards at least once 

every three years.

BECQ must engage with the public to determine appropriate 

revisions to Water Quality Standards.

Highlights of Proposed Amendments for 2021 include:
- Increasing clarity and consistency with federal programs

- Clarifying anti-degradation requirements

- Clarifying certain water quality criteria when ambient conditions exceed numeric criteria

- Extending nitrate criteria to fresh surface waters

- Clarify work stoppage periods during coral spawning

- Establishing water quality criteria for radioactivity

- Revising procedures for 401 Water Quality Certifications

- Expanding enforcement procedures

See full Proposed Amendments published in an addendum to the 

June 2021 edition of the Commonwealth Register 

https://cnmilaw.org/reg.php

Public Engagement Process

BECQ is now accepting public comments on the Proposed Amendments to the CNMI Water Quality 

Standards

Comments are due by 5pm ChST on Friday, September 3rd.

Submit comments to Larry Maurin, DEQ Water Quality Surveillance/Nonpoint Source Branch 

Manager, to the following address, fax, or email address with the subject line “Proposed 

Amendment to the Water Quality Standards”

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND COASTAL QUALITY

PO Box 501304, Saipan, MP 96950

Fax: (670) 664-8540

Email: larry.maurin@becq.gov.mp

A public hearing will be held at 5pm ChST on Thursday, September 2nd in BECQ’s main conference 

room on the second floor of the Gualo Rai Center in Gualo Rai, Saipan.

The public hearing will be accessible online via GoogleMeet at the following link: 

https://meet.google.com/nwe-qkyw-jco

https://cnmilaw.org/reg.php
mailto:larry.maurin@becq.gov.mp
https://meet.google.com/nwe-qkyw-jco
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Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org
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Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org

Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org
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Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org

Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org
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Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org

https://mcterrestrialmeasures.org/#/mariana 

Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org
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Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org

Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org



03-Aug-21

21

Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org

Robbie Greene 
www. PacificCRP.org
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Roundtable

Updates, concerns, opportunities?

• DCRM hiring for CRI Communications Coordinator
Conduct coral reef related educational and information campaigns.

https://dcrm.gov.mp/about-dcrm/rfp-itb-employment/

• DFW hiring for Wetland Biologist
Management and conservation of wetlands in the CNMI.

https://opd.gov.mp/news/announcements/job-post/job-announcement-
wetland-biologist/

• Department of the Interior (DOI) Fish & Wildlife grant available

→ Coastal Program
 “provides technical and financial assistance through cooperative 

agreements to coastal communities, conservation partners, and 
landowners to restore and protect fish and wildlife habitat on public and 
private lands… to conserve habitat for Federal trust species.”

< $500,000

Closes Sept. 30, 2021

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=15.630

More info: https://www.fws.gov/pacificislands/articles.cfm?id=14948969849

Thank you!

Zachary B. Williams Watershed Coordinator (BECQ-DCRM-CRI)׀

zwilliams@dcrm.gov.mp ׀ (670) 664-8303

https://dcrm.gov.mp/about-dcrm/rfp-itb-employment/
https://opd.gov.mp/news/announcements/job-post/job-announcement-wetland-biologist/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=15.630
https://www.fws.gov/pacificislands/articles.cfm?id=149489698
mailto:zwilliams@dcrm.gov.mp

