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Meeting Agenda

9:30 Opening Remarks – Fran Castro

9:45 Brief history of CNMI Watershed Working Group –

Fran Castro

10:00 Introduction to Stormwater Sampling Project –

Rachel Zuercher

10:15 Group discussion to determine priority testing 

sites – Rachel Zuercher

10:45 Schedule next meeting – Fran Castro 







RFP11-DEQ-039

“Saipan Stormwater Quality 

Sampling and Watershed 

Boundary Delineation”

…are soliciting proposals from qualified 

firms to conduct stormwater quality 

sampling within priority drainages in 

Saipan to provide sound data upon which 

decisions can be based regarding our 

local action strategies and overall non-

point source pollution reduction plans.

Proposal deadline: 9 February, 2011



Major Project Objectives

• Ground-truth six (6) sub-watershed 

boundaries

• Gather stormwater quality data in ten (10) 

priority areas

• Develop final report to be used by 

resource agencies for project planning and 

site prioritization



Sub-watershed Boundary Mapping



Stormwater Quality Sampling

2. Locations of water quality concern 

throughout Saipan have been identified and 

will be the focus of this portion of the project. 

Stormwater flows upstream of these areas 

will be used as water quality sampling points. 

Data will be collected at these points and 

analyzed for dissolved oxygen, temperature, 

pH, conductivity, turbidity, nitrates and 

phosphates in accordance with the DEQ lab. 

No less than three points on one flow should 

be sampled.  The contractor is responsible 

for developing an appropriate sampling plan 

(to be approved by DEQ).



Ten Priority Areas?  

• Tanapag drainage area

• Lower Base drainage area

•Laolao – stormwater monitoring is underway

CNMI Watershed Working Group is tasked with 

identifying the ten priority sites on Saipan for 

stormwater quality testing.  



“Using the new watershed-based waterbody 

segments, an entire segment is listed as 

impaired for recreational use if beach 

advisories are issued for more than 10% of 

all sampling events in a given year, for any 

single monitoring site within the segment.”  

DEQ 305(b) Water Quality Report, 2010



Watershed Segment Pollutant Pollutant Source TDML Priority

Kalabera O Unknown L

Talofofo E, O Livestock, Sediment H

Kagman E, O OSTS H

Laolao E, Bio, O OSTS, Sediment, Livestock H

Isley West E, O Unknown, Municipal PS (Agingan outfall) M

Isley East E, O Unknown, Sediment

Susupe North DO, O SSO, Urban Runoff M

Susupe South E, DO, O SSO, Urban Runoff M

W Takpochau North E, DO, Bio, O SSO, UR, Sediment, Landfills, MPS H

W Takpochau Central E, Mer, DO Bio, O SSO, UR, Sediment H

W Takpochau South DO, Bio, O SSO, UR, Sediment M

Achugao North E, DO, Bio, O OSTS, SSO, UR, Sediment, Livestock M

Achugao South E, DO, Bio, O OSTS, SSO, UR Sediment, Livestock H

As Matuis DO, O OSTS, Sediment, Livestock L

Managaha O OSTS (Improved) L

Lake Susupe E. coli Unknown

O - Orthophosphates

E - Enterococci

Bio - Biocriteria

DO - Dissolved Oxygen

OSTS - On-site Treatment Station

MPS - Municipal Point Source

UR - Urban Runoff

SSO - Sanitary Sewer Overflows




